We have analysed 64417 patient-attendances by 56 409 patients to a dedicated ophthalmic new patient service to assess the demographic and epidemiological para meters of this population. Forty-three point five per cent were male and 56.5% female. Nine per cent of patients were under 16 years of age while 27.5% were over 70 years. Comparison of patients attending an outreach new patient clinic with that at the main hospital showed that a higher proportion of patients under 16 years were seen at the outreach clinic (p<O.OOI), whereas the main clinic saw a higher proportion of patients in the 16-69 year age group (p<O.OOI).
At the end of all consultations the ophthalmologist enters data on diagnosis, investigations, management and outcome. This is used to generate a letter to the referring doctor, but also provides data useful for planning the service. 
PATIENTS AND METHODS
The data base created by the direct entry of data by the clinician at the time of consultation was analysed to produce the following data: total number of attendances, total number of patients, age, gender, years age group were seen at the main hospital than in the outreach clinic (p<O.OOl). There was no statistically significant difference for patients over 70 years. There was a higher proportion of female patients aged 70 years or over (30.7%) than male patients (23%; p<O.OOl). Interestingly, there was a higher proportion of male patients (9.9%) under 16 years than female patients (7.8%; p<O.OOl). 
Outcome of 64417 patient visits.
The outcome of the clinic attendance was also analysed for the 64 417 attendances. The commonest outcome by far was for the patient to be discharged (49%). Other outcomes are shown in Fig. 1 . c. CLAQUE ET AL.
